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The last few decades have seen a breath taking number of technological breakthroughs in a range of 

fields, including artificial intelligence, information technology, 3D printing and robotics, to name but 

a few. In international merchant shipping, plans are underway for, among others, sea traffic 

management, blockchain technology, and shore-controlled shipping operations. These may change 

the work that people do in profound and unexpected ways. 

We are at a crossroads and there are a number of directions we can go. New technologies can 

be implemented to replace or subordinate people, potentially leading to de-skilling, poor mental 

health and unemployment. Alternatively, we can embrace the technology and exploiting it for the 

benefit of people leading to the enhanced performance, the mitigation of health and safety risks, and 

the prosperity of maritime communities.  

As a highly connected, global industry, change – whether social, political, economic or 

technological - is ubiquitous in shipping. In accounts of the future of merchant shipping, technology 

and commerce are foregrounded. Thus, while much effort and attention has been devoted to 

technological developments, the implications of new technologies for those employed in the shipping 

industry, whether on shore or at sea, are not yet well understood. 

The narrative that appears to predominate is one where the human contribution to seaborne 

trade is largely problematic - too error-prone, too costly - and thus needing to be eradicated or 

replaced. But this narrative underplays key aspects of the contribution that people make to the 

success and vitality of commercial shipping through their creativity, steadfastness, loyalty and 

flexibility. It also neglects the vital role that work fulfils for humans and society, and ignores 

potential longer-term consequences of replacing workers with or subordinating them to machines. 

Bringing together industry experts and scholars from across the social sciences, the aim of the Visby 

Maritime Symposium is threefold: 

1. to take stock of insights from current research on the sociological, socio-technical, 

psychological and health-related aspects of living and working in maritime organisations and 

on-board merchant vessels, 

2. to discuss directions for future research to meet the challenges facing merchant shipping in a 

socially responsible way, and 

3. to establish and strengthen connections among a network of researchers that facilitates the 

exchange of experiences, provides constructive feedback and inspires new research 

collaborations. 

In this way, the Visby Maritime Symposium seeks to influence the debate between 

stakeholders and shape the research agenda at the policy, commercial and social partner levels. In the 

medium term, the Symposium will contribute to the creation of an evidence base from which 

interventions and change programmes can be designed. 
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Preliminary Programme 

DAY 1 : Wednesday 10 October 

18:30  Dinner 

 

DAY 2: Thursday 11 October 

9:00  Welcome 

9:15-10:15 Key developments and challenges for shipping in the next 50 years 

Keynote address / Peter Swift (Trustee, International Seafarers' Welfare and 

Assistance Network (ISWAN), UK) 

Keynote address / Tommy Olofsen (Chief Commercial Officer, OSM Maritime Group, 

NOR) 

Tea/coffee 

10:30-11:30 “Life onboard / Social interactions” 

Leading diversity / Vivek Menon (Sea Health & Welfare, DK) 

Navigating spaces of safety and security through mobile connectivities at sea / Rikke 

Bjerg Jensen & Olivia Swift (Royal Holloway, UK) 

Language, social relations and communication about work-related problems / Birgit 

Pauksztat (Uppsala University/Campus Gotland, SWE) 

Tea/coffee 

11:45-12:45 “Safety” 

Taking care of safety at Norwegian transport and fishing vessels – knowledge and 

practice for resilient seafaring in the future / Trine Thorvaldsen (SINTEF, NOR) & 

Kristine Vedal Størkersen (Norwegian University of Science & Technology (NTNU), 

NOR) 

Assessing the Drivers and Consequences of Safety Culture in the Maritime Industry in 

Australia / Daniela Andrei, Mark Griffin, Andrew Neal, & Michelle Grech (University 

of Western Australia, AUS) 

All at sea: the emotional ups and downs of life on the waves / Claire Pekcan (Safe 

Marine, UK) 

Lunch 

14:00-15:20  “Wellbeing” 

Port Based Welfare for Seafarers in China: History, Change, Challenges and Future / 

Minghua Zhao, Gaochao He, & Pengfei Zhang (Southampton Solent University, UK) 

Maritime welfare: defining a framework for assessing the impact of policy on 

seafarers' lives / Marlene Calderon & Claire Pekcan (Safe Marine, UK) 

An analysis of the physiological and psychological impact a sea-going rotation has on 

a naval cohort / Cliodhna Sargent (National Maritime College of Ireland / Cork 

Institute of Technology, IRL), Cormac Gebruers ((National Maritime College of 

Ireland, IRL), Sean Lacey & Jim O'Mahony (Cork Institute of Technology, IRL) 

Sociodemographic differences in evacuations at sea: a register-based study on 

Danish-flagged merchant ships / Kimmo Herttua, Lulu Hjarnoe, & Jesper Bo Nielsen 

(Centre of Maritime Health & Society, University of Southern Denmark, DK) 
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15:30-17:00 Guided tour of Visby 

18:30  Dinner 

 

DAY 3: Friday, 12 October 

9:00-9:30 Key developments and challenges for shipping in the next 50 years 

Keynote address / Vaughan Pomeroy (formerly Technical Director, Lloyd’s Register, 

UK) 

9:30-10:30 “Future scenarios”: 

Organizational and social consequences on the journey towards autonomous maritime 

transports / Carl Sandberg, Carl Hult, & Gesa Praetorius (Kalmar Maritime 

Academy, Linnaeus University, SWE) 

“Trust” in Autonomous Ships: Emerging Business Models and Sustainable Maritime 

Transportation / Jens-Uwe Schröder-Hinrichs, Momoko Kitada, Michael Baldauf, 

Michael E. Manuel, Tiago Fonseca, Xiaoning Shi, Khanssa Lagdami, Adrienne 

Mannov, & Peter Aske Svendsen (World Maritime University, SWE) 

Towards healthy and alert seafarers in the 21st century / Wessel van Leeuwen (Stress 

Research Institute, SWE), Claire Pekcan (Safe Marine, UK), Mike Barnett (MLB 

Maritime Services, UK), & Göran Kecklund (Stress Research Institute, SWE) 

Tea/coffee 

10:45-12:30 Workshop: Plenary & small-group discussions on directions for future research 

Lunch 

 

 

 

 

About the Visby Maritime Symposium 
 

The Visby Maritime Symposium will combine state-of-the-art research presentations with keynote 

speeches setting out key challenges facing the shipping industry. The Symposium concludes with a 

discussion about directions for future research that address these challenges and their implications for 

organisations and individuals reliant on or connected to merchant shipping. The Symposium 

language will be English. 

The Symposium is organized by Dr Birgit Pauksztat (Uppsala University, Campus Gotland, 

SWE), Dr Claire Pekcan (Safe Marine, UK) and Dr Mike Barnett (MLB Maritime Services, UK).  

It will be hosted by the Department of Business Studies, Uppsala University, and Uppsala 

University Campus Gotland in the UNESCO World Heritage and Hanseatic town of Visby on the 

island of Gotland, Sweden. Visby’s links with merchant shipping extend back to the time of the 

Vikings, thus making it the perfect setting to discuss the future of the maritime industry and its 

people. 

The Symposium is supported by Stiftelsen Sveriges Sjömanshus, the National Maritime 

College of Ireland, and Uppsala Universitet / Campus Gotland. 
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More information? 
 

More information can be found at the conference website (www.fek.uu.se/research/visby-

maritime-symposium). Please do not hesitate to contact Dr Birgit Pauksztat 

(birgit.pauksztat@fek.uu.se) with any further questions you may have. 

 

 

 

Contact: 
 

Dr Birgit Pauksztat 

Department of Business Studies 

Uppsala University 

Campus Gotland 

Cramérgatan 3 

62157 Visby, Sweden 

E-mail: birgit.pauksztat@fek.uu.se 

 


